
Ch. 3 World History

Early Humans and the Agricultural Revolution



The Story Matters pg. 51
What do archaeologists hope to learn by studying the bones 
and artifacts of prehistoric people?

What clues do you think we will leave behind that may be 
found 3 million years from now?



Hunters - Gatherers
What was life like during the Paleolithic Age?

- Historians call this period the Stone Age
- Started around 2.5 million years ago and lasted until 

around 8000 B.C. 
- This is 4,500 years earlier than recorded time.  

Nomads- People who move from place to place as a group to 
find food for themselves. 

- They would travel in groups or bands of about 20 -30 
people.



Lesson 1 Cont. 
- Paleolithic people survived by hunting and gathering.
- They had to learn what animals they could eat and what 

plants they could eat. 
- They hunted buffalo, bison, wild goats, reindeer, and 

other animals.   
- They also fished around the coastal area. 



Finding food
- Men hunted the large animals.  

What did they have to learn in order to hunt the animals?

- Women stayed close to the camp, they looked after the 
children and would search nearby areas for nuts and 
berries.

- Finding food was the main objective of the group. 



The Inventions of Tools
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Tools
Technology- An ability gained by the practical use of 
knowledge. 

- Tools and methods to perform task were first used by 
Paleolithic people.  

- Over time more complex tools such as spears and bows and 
arrows made killing animals easier.  

- They also developed more advanced farming tools and would 
allow groups to settle in an area. 



Changing to Survive
Climate would affect how people live. 

In colder areas they would need to make clothing from animal 
skins to stay warm.

They would live in caves and rock overhangs.  (Natural 
Shelters) 

They gradually learned how to make their own shelters.  

Igloos were also made in very cold climates.



Fire Sparks Change
- Life became much easier once they discovered how to make 

fire. Why? 
1. It was warm. 
2. Cooked food tasted better 
3. Ability to hunt at night. 

How did they learn to use fire? 

- Believed early humans produced fire by friction. 
- Rubbing two pieces of wood together.
- Eventually learned that a certain stone, iron pyrite, 

gave off sparks. 



Critical Thinking
What are some things Paleolithic people used to make their 
shelters? 

How did the climate of a region affect the types of shelters 
people built? 



Language and Art 



Cont. 
- One important advancement was the development of spoken 

language.  
- Ancient peoples started to express themselves in words 

for the same reasons we do.  
-  The spoken language for early people was constantly 

growing and changing.  
- Cave paintings have been found all round the world. Pg. 

59 



The Ice age
How did people adapt to survive during the ice ages? 

-Tools and fire were two important things. 

The ice ages were long periods of extreme cold that affected 
all of Earth. Pg. 60 

How did the ice ages affect humans? 



Lesson 2: the agricultural Revolution
Neolithic Age- Relating to the latest period of the Stone 
Age.

How did farming change people’s lives? 

- Nomads moved to fertile areas, after the ice age ended. 
- Now people began to stay in one area and was less likely 

to move around.
- They were able to start planting food (Grains, 

Vegetables)



Cont.
- Farming replaced hunting and gathering as the main source 

of food.
- Domesticate: People started to adapt to animals living 

with them.  (Animals provided meat, milk, and wool.  They 
also helped transport goods) 

- Systematic Agriculture: Nomads were able to grow food on 
a regular basis.

This became the Agricultural Revolution



Early Farming
Pg. 63

What Crops were

Grown south of 

The Equator? 



Widespread farming 
- 8,000 B.C people in southwest Asia began growing wheat 

and barley.
- Farming then made its way to Europe and by 4,000 B.C. 

Farming was an established economic activity in Europe. 
- Wheat and Barley were the main crops being grown in 

multiple areas. 
- Central Africa started to grow yams and bananas. 
- Central America and Mexico people were growing corn, 

squash, and potatoes. 



Life in the neolithic age
What was life like during the Neolithic Age? 

- People started to build permanent homes. 
- They settled near water sources.
- Could plant, grow, and harvest their crops. 

Farming developed in Europe, India, Egypt, China, and 
Mexico

Jericho is one the oldest communities. 



Cont. 
Jericho had sun-dried-brick houses and was surrounded by 
walls that were several feet thick.

Catalhuyuk was another well known area. The door to their 
houses was through the roof.  They also had special 
buildings called shrines. 

Shrines were decorated with images of gods and goddesses. 



What were the benefits of a settled life?
- Provided greater security from weather.  Because of 

permanent homes. 
- More workers became available.
- They produced more than they could eat. This led to trade 

for supplies from other villages. 
- Specialization began because fewer people were needed in 

the fields. People were able to become something they 
were talented in. (artisan or skilled workers)



Neolithic artifacts



Bronze age
3000 B.C. - 1200 B.C. 

- Making bronze from copper and tin.  This was stronger 
than copper.  



Civilizations Emerge
What characteristics did early civilizations share? 

(4 great river valley civilizations- Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
India, and China)

1. People created cities and government.
2. Monarchies were created (King or queen ruler)
3. Religions emerged (Helped explain forces of nature and 

the role of humans in the world.)
4. Social Structures (Class structure-people put in groups 

by work they did and amount of wealth. Still around 
today)



Cont.
Bottom of structure or class were enslaved people. Most were 
captured from enemies during war.

5. Writing and Art (people invented ways of writing.  This 
became important for these new civilizations.  People could 
now keep recorded evidence and preserve stories) also known 
as History. 

Art was created for enjoyment and practical purposes.  


