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Benchmarks

SS.7.C.4.1 Differentiate 
concepts related to  U.S. 

Domestic and Foreign Policy. 

Here and There 

Learning about U.S. 
Domestic and Foreign 

Policy 



What is the difference?  

Read each of the fictional headlines below. What 
is the difference between these two news items? 

Headline 1: 

Congress passes bill to support newly arrived 

immigrants in the United States

Headline 2

President issues executive order restoring relations 

with formerly communist nation



Define It: Domestic Policy/Affairs  

• The set of decisions that a government 
makes relating to things that directly affect 
the people in its own country.

• What kind of decisions?
– Laws

– Policies  

– Actions 

Can you name 
some domestic 
policy issues? 



What are the goals and objectives of 

domestic policy?

• Protect and help the people within the 
United States

– Security

– Health

– Well-being/prosperity 

• Government agencies help carry out these 
goals and objectives, like the Department of 
Homeland Security and the Department of 
Health and Human Services 



Domestic Policy 

• Who creates and implements policy within 
the United States? Legislative branch 

makes laws and policies 
on the local, state, and 
federal level. 

Executive branch 
enforces laws and 
policies on the local, 
state, and federal level. 
This includes 
government agencies. 



Define it: Foreign Policy/Affairs  

A government’s 
strategy in interacting 
with other nations of 

the world  

International relations is the study of the 
behavior that occurs across the boundaries 
of countries, the interactions between 
countries, and the institutions (private, 
nongovernmental, and intergovernmental) 
that oversee those interactions. 

DIGGING 

DEEPER



What are some examples of foreign 

policy/affairs issues?



What are the goals and objectives of 

foreign policy? 

The Department of State has four main foreign policy 
goals:

• Protect the United States and Americans;
• Advance democracy, human rights, and other global 

interests;
• Promote international understanding of American 

values and policies; and
• Support U.S. diplomats, government officials, and all 

other personnel at home and abroad who make 
these goals a reality.



What is the Department of State?

• Oldest and head agency in the President’s 
Cabinet. 

– Established in 1781 the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and was renamed as the Department of 
State in the Constitution in 1789

Mission Statement

Create a more secure, democratic, and prosperous 
world for the benefit of the American people and the 
international community.



Secretary of State

• Responsible for managing the 
Department of State and all of 
its overseas missions, 
including approximately 
67,000 employees.

• Leads the department in 
carrying out the President’s 
foreign policy.
– For example, carrying out the 

President’s executive order to 
restore relations with another 
country.



Other than the Secretary of State, who are some of 

the people who work in the Department of State?

• Secretary of State

• Diplomats
– People who work to negotiate 

and maintain relations 
between nations

• Ambassadors

– The chief of a diplomatic mission; 
representative of a country to a country where 
s/he is appointed. 



What do diplomats do? 

• Diplomacy is the practice of negotiating 
and maintaining relations between nations 
– This includes forming alliances, or a 

relationship in which countries agree to work 
together. 
• Countries that form alliances are known as allies.

• An official agreement between countries is known as 
a treaty. 

• A statement of government policy in international 
relations is called doctrine. 

http://diplomacy.state.gov/discoverdiplomacy/diplomacy101/people/170305.htm


Diplomacy Around the World
The United States has embassies and diplomatic efforts in the 

locations on the map below 

To see the list of countries and ambassadors, visit http://www.afsa.org/list-ambassadorial-appointments

What is an embassy? 
An embassy is the 
diplomatic group 

from one country to 
another. It is the 

office of the 
ambassador to that 
country and their 
diplomatic staff. 

To view the interactive map, click HERE

http://diplomacy.state.gov/discoverdiplomacy/explorer/


What’s the issue?

• On the next few slides, you will see some issues 
from the headlines you reviewed earlier. 

• What you need to decide is if the issue 

Relates to domestic 
policy/relations…

…or foreign policy/relations. 
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The Headlines: Home and Abroad 

Domestic Policy/Affairs
• Protect and help the 

people within the United 
States
– Security
– Health
– Well-being/prosperity

Foreign Policy/Affairs
• Protect the United States and 

Americans;
• Advance democracy, human 

rights, and other global interests;
• Promote international 

understanding of American 
values and policies; and

• Support U.S. diplomats, 
government officials, and all other 
personnel at home and abroad 
who make these goals a reality.

In your group, you will need to do some research to find 
news articles that show examples of each goal/objective 

of domestic and foreign policy/affairs. 



Checking for Understanding


