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Useful Examples/Tips: With Links 
-Rule of Thirds:  How To Photograph Your Pet  Rule of Thirds - How to Photograph Your Pet
-Your Guide to Picture-Perfect Pet Photography- Your Guide to Picture-Perfect Pet Photography 
 
Assignment: 25 PAWtraits - The Art of Pet Photography (Due: 3/16/26) 

Objective: 
To capture 25 high-quality, unique images of pets (dogs, cats, small animals, etc.) while 

demonstrating mastery of composition, lighting, and camera techniques. Students will 

focus on capturing the personality, texture, and character of the animals rather than just 

taking a picture of them. 

Assignment Requirements (25 Quality Images Total): 
Students must submit a portfolio of 25 photos, curated from a larger shoot, that 

demonstrates the following techniques. You cannot have 25 identical shots. 

Required Techniques (Showcase a variety of these): 

1.​ Rule of Thirds (5+ images): Place the pet’s eyes or body along the intersection 

points or lines to create a balanced, engaging composition. 

2.​ Eye-Level Perspective (5+ images): Get down on the floor or ground! Shots taken 

from the pet’s perspective create a more intimate, engaging, and less distorted 

portrait. 

3.​ Depth of Field (5+ images): Use a wide aperture (low f-stop number like f/1.8 - 

f/2.8) to make the subject sharp while the background is blurry (bokeh), or a 

narrow aperture to keep the environment in focus. 

4.​ Lighting (5+ images): Utilize natural light, such as the "golden hour" (early 

morning/late afternoon) or soft, indirect light from a large window. Avoid harsh, 

direct flash. 

5.​ Action/Macro (5+ images): Capture movement (fast shutter speed) or extreme 

close-ups of details like eyes, noze, or paws. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZYnLTvly-U
https://www.aspcapetinsurance.com/resources/how-to-photograph-pets/


Detailed Checklist for Success 

●​ Focus on the Eyes: The eyes must be tack-sharp in every portrait. 

●​ Clean Backgrounds: Choose simple backgrounds that don’t distract from the pet 

(e.g., grass, plain walls, or a clean blanket). 

●​ Frame the Subject: Use natural surroundings to frame the shot (e.g., shooting 

through doorways, bushes, or using leading lines like a path). 

●​ Show Personality: Is your pet lazy? A cuddler? High-energy? Capture that specific 

character. 

●​ No Pets? No Problem: Photograph pets at a local park, shelter (with permission), 

or focus on macro photography of wildlife/insects in a garden. 

Submission Guidelines 

●​ Format: Digital Portfolio (Slideshow, PDF, or organized folder). 

●​ Curation: The final 25 images must be edited for brightness, contrast, and 

cropping. 

●​ Labeling: Name your files LastName_FirstName_Pawtraits_01 through 

LastName_FirstName_Pawtraits_25. 

●​ Reflection: Briefly explain which technique was used for 5 of your favorite photos 

(e.g."Photo 3: Rule of Thirds"). 

Grading Rubric (100 Points) 

●​ Technical Skill (30 pts): Proper focus on eyes, appropriate shutter speed/aperture 

(no blurry accidents), exposure is balanced. 

●​ Composition (30 pts): Effective use of rule of thirds, perspective, and framing. 

●​ Creativity & Variety (20 pts): Diverse shots (action, portrait, close-up) that 

showcase the pet's character. 

●​ Lighting (10 pts): Effective use of natural light or creative indoor lighting. 

●​ Presentation (10 pts): 25 images submitted, properly labeled, and edited. 


