Patriot Day & Heroes’ Day: September 11, 2025

Florida's Heroes' Day

In Remembrance of the 24th Anniversary of the Terrorist Attacks on
New York City, Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, Pennsylvania

Tribute in Light as seen from the 9/11 Memorial, Source: 9/11 Memorial and Museum.

Six months after the Twin Towers fell in 2001, they returned in the form of two blue beams of light
illuminating the Manhattan skyline. Since then, they have lit the sky annually as a Sept. 11
commemoration known as Tribute in Light. The blue beams illuminate the New York City sky just south of
the Memorial site. Tribute in Light can be seen in a radius of 60 miles on a clear night.
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http://www.911memorial.org/tributeinlight

9-11 Heroes’ Day

In addition to Patriot Day recognized in the State of Florida on 9-11, since 9-11-
2023, as described and outlined below, 9-11 is also recognized as Heroes’ Day.

Details about Heroes’ Day can be found below:

Florida House Bill 1537, signed into law by Governor Ron DeSantis, created section (s.)
683.335, Florida Statutes (F.S.), to declare 9/11 Heroes’ Day.

9/11 Heroes’ Day is to honor those who perished in the terrorist attacks on September
11, 2001. This year it will be held on Wednesday, September 11, 2024.

The law also requires that beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, middle school and
high school students enrolled in the civics education class required by section
1003.4156(1)(c), F.S., or the United States Government class required by section
1003.4282(3)(d), F.S., respectively, must receive at least 45 minutes of instruction on
9/11 Heroes’ Day topics involving the history and significance of September 11, 2001.

Topics must include:

e The historical context of global terrorism.

e Atimeline of events on September 11, 2001, including the attacks on the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and United Airlines Flight 93.

e The selfless heroism of police officers, firefighters, paramedics, other first
responders, and civilians involved in the rescue and recovery of victims and the
heroic actions taken by the passengers of United Airlines Flight 93.

e The unprecedented outpouring of humanitarian, charitable and volunteer aid
occurring after the events of September 11, 2001.

e The global response to terrorism and importance of respecting civil liberties while
ensuring safety and security.


https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/patriot-day-national-day-of-service-re.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/patriot-day-national-day-of-service-re.stml
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/09/08/a-proclamation-on-patriot-day-and-national-day-of-service-and-remembrance-2023/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
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